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laughed, for we were approaching the end of our journey, and they would soon
he ahle to return to their homes. On rounding a point we caught a glimpse of
Ajmere and its celehrated fortress of Teraghur. It was a splendid view; the
white houses of the town appeared framed in a thick belt of verdure, like an oasis
in the midst of a desert of piled-up rocks and mountains,

A valley still separated us from it, and it took us two good hours to pass it,
with a broiling sun on our hacks, which made it look less picturesque than it
was a short time before. On approaching the town, one might have fancied
oneself on the outskirts of Grasse or Nice. The country was covered with
flowers, and there were fields of roses which produce the famous attar.

At nine o'clock we passed beneath one of the ancient gateways of Ajmere,
and our caravan defiled through some narrow and picturesque bazaars, the aspect
of which reminded me of Cairo. But our principal desire was to get a lodging.
There was no Eana here to lend us a palace, nor was there even a bungalow,
for travellers were so rare that the town did not possess one. As we were
supplied with letters of introduction to the governor of the province, Major
Davidson, we could, if all other means failed, have claimed his hospitality;
but it is rather disagreeable to go unexpected to a man's house with about fifty
men. I remembered, however, that Major Nixon had advised me, if I fou^d
myself in trouble, to go to a Jain banker, Seth Pertab Mull by name, using his
name as an introduction, I asked the first person I met to show me where the
Seth lived, and after passing through several wide and handsome streets, delight-
fully clean, we reached the abode of the banker. His servants received us very
civilly, and I was soon shown into the presence of the Seth, a man of about
forty years of age, with a most pleasing and intelligent countenance. I had
scarcely explained the object of my visit, when, without giving me time to make
my excuses for thus troubling him, he gave immediate orders that one of his
houses should be put at our disposal; and then with much kindness he begged
us not to thank him, assuring us that he was much obliged for the honour we
did him, and advised us to rest after our long journey. Half an hour after we
were installed in a charming little Indian house, away from the bazaars, in the
suburbs of the town. The servants sent by the Seth had arranged everything
for our reception, having hung up curtains and laid .down carpets and divans. A
large orchard surrounded our dwelling, planted with orange, pomegranate, citron,
and .all the odoriferous trees of these favoured regions, while a stream of running
water wound along beneath their branches, and caused a delicious freshness.
All this, as Pertab Mull informed us, was our property for any length of time
that it might please us to remain and enjoy it. ,

Let people accuse the Hindoos of not understanding hospitality I It may
be very true of the proud Baboo from the banks of the Ganges, or of the super-
stitious Dekkani, who would let you die rather than receive you into their home,
but assuredly not of the inhabitants of noble Kajesthan, whether they be rajpoots,
merchants, or peasants.

My first act at Ajmere was to dismiss the escort which the Hana had given
me, and to let him know of the manner in winch I had been received along my
route; and I then informed Major Davidson of my arrival. He immediately
sent one of his carriages, and gave me every facility for prosecuting my researches
in the town and its environs. It is almost needless for me to say that I found hint